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Tennessee Cash Receipts Down 1 Percent 
 
Tennessee cash receipts for all commodities totaled $2.52 billion in 2005, a decline of 1 percent from last year’s total of 
$2.56 billion.  Cattle and calves continued to rank as the number one industry in the State, contributing nearly one fifth of 
the total cash receipts for the year.  Cattle and calves cash receipts decreased by 3 percent from the year earlier to $500 
million.  Crop cash receipts were virtually unchanged at $1.26 billion.  Soybeans led the way at $248 million, ranking 
fourth overall in the State.  Broilers ranked second with greenhouse/nursery (including floriculture) and cotton completing 
the top five.  Tennessee ranked 31 in the U.S. in livestock and products cash receipts, 27 in crops, and 32 for all 
commodities during 2005. 
 
Leading Commodities for Cash Receipts, Tennessee, 2004-2005 

2004 2005 
Rank 

Item Value of Receipts % of Total Item Value of Receipts % of Total 
  $1,000   $1,000  
  All Commodities 2,559,549 100.0  All Commodities 2,524,891 100.0 
  Livestock & Products 1,298,112 50.7  Livestock & Products 1,266,805 50.2 
  Crops 1,261,435 49.3  Crops 1,258,086 49.8 
     
  1  Cattle & Calves 514,388 20.1  Cattle & Calves 500,488 19.8 
  2  Broilers 439,604 17.2  Broilers 431,161 17.1 
  3  Greenhouse/nursery 1 272,682 10.7  Greenhouse/nursery 1 272,682 10.8 
  4  Soybeans 264,698 10.3  Soybeans 248,198 9.8 
  5  Dairy Products 193,368 7.6  Cotton 233,006 9.2 
  6  Corn 189,544 7.4  Dairy Products 175,680 7.0 
  7  Cotton 155,954 6.1  Corn 150,518 6.0 
  8  Tobacco 133,355 5.2  Tobacco 109,396 4.3 
  9  Hay 50,722 2.0  Hogs 52,995 2.1 
10  Wheat 49,673 1.9  Hay 49,256 2.0 
11  Hogs 42,904 1.7  Tomatoes 42,432 1.7 
12  Tomatoes 40,120 1.6  Eggs 34,478 1.4 
13  Eggs 35,511 1.4  Wheat 29,367 1.2 
14  Snap Beans 12,045 0.5  Snap Beans 23,832 0.9 
15  Grain Sorghum 4,516 0.2  Grain Sorghum 3,005 0.1 
16 Apples 2,964 0.1  Apples 2,416 0.1 
17  Squash 2,116 0.1  Peaches 2,304 0.1 
18  Peaches 1,926 0.1  Farm Chickens 1,726 0.1 
19  Farm Chickens 1,306 0.1  Squash 1,516 0.1 
20  Sheep and Lambs 1,007 0.0  Sheep and Lambs 956 0.0 
1 Includes commercial floriculture.  Source:  U.S. Department of Agriculture, Economic Research Service, August 2006. 



 
Farm Income and Value Added Data: Tennessee, 2003-2005 
 Item1 2003 2004 2005 
  Thousand Dollars 
 Value of Crop Production 1,408,229 1,461,702 1,267,139 
+ Value of Livestock Production 1,031,458 1,279,754 1,334,296 
+ Revenues from Services and Forestry 667,311 751,325 811,634 
= Value of Agricultural Sector Production 3,106,998 3,492,781 3,413,069 
     
- Purchased Inputs 1,617,927 1,877,548 1,780,295 
+  Net Government Transactions 71,561 33,717 356,457 
= Gross Value Added 1,560,632 1,648,950 1,989,231 
     
- Capital Consumption 583,161 613,976 642,609 
     
= Net Value Added 977,471 1,034,974 1,346,622 
     
- Payments to Stakeholders 422,032 438,861 452,432 
 Employee Compensation (Hired Labor) 192,448 195,903 167,098 
 Net Rent Rec’d by Nonoperator Landlords 35,650 43,837 55,299 
 Real Estate and Nonreal Estate Interest 193,934 199,121 230,035 
     
= Net Farm Income 555,439 596,113 894,190 
1 Value of agricultural sector production is the gross value of the commodities and services produced within a year.  Net value-added is the 
sector's contribution to the National economy and is the sum of the income from production earned by all factors-of-production, regardless of 
ownership.  Net farm income is the farm operators' share of income from the sector's production activities.  The concept presented is 
consistent with that employed by the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development.  Source:  U.S. Department of Agriculture, 
Economic Research Service, August 2006. 
 
Prices Received by Farmers: Tennessee & U.S., August 2005 with Comparisons 

Tennessee United States 
August July 1  August 2 August  July 1 August 2 Commodity 

 
Unit 

2005 2006 2006 2005 2006 2006 
 Dollars Per Unit  

Field Crops 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
  Winter Wheat 

 
bu. 3.51 3.41 n/a 3.16 3.82 3.81 

  Corn bu. 2.18 2.51 2.35 1.95 2.14 2.03  
  Cotton Lint lb. .397 .461 .4593 .421 .471 .4723 

 
  Soybeans bu. 6.23 5.68 5.30 6.15 5.61 5.24  
Livestock 

 
       

 
  All beef cattle 

 
cwt. 83.60 80.60 81.60 84.40 86.10 87.70  

  Steers/heifers 
 

cwt. 106.00 105.00 106.00 87.70 90.40 91.80  
  Cows 

 
cwt. 50.00 44.00 45.00 51.40 46.60 46.90  

  Calves cwt. 118.00 117.00 118.00 133.00 136.00 134.00 
1 Entire month.  2 Mid-month.  3 Based on purchases first half of month.  n/a-not available 
 
Wheat Prices Received by Farmers, by Month, Tennessee, 2001-2005 

Crop 
Year June July Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May 

Marketing 
Year 

Average1 
Dollars Per Bushel 

2001 2.43 2.63 2.54 2.61 2 2.90 3.01 2.89 2.94 2.98 2 2.80 2.50 
2002 2.82 3.10 3.27 3.60 3.91 4.00 3.75 3.59 3.21 3.01 2.95 3.52 2.92 
2003 3.05 3.13 3.32 3.55 3.80 2 3.98 3.87 3.77 2 2 2 3.17 
2004 3.47 3.32 3.16 3.56 2 2 3.40 3.13 3.32 3.66 2 2 3.48 
2005 3.33 3.33 3.51 3.08 2 2 3.25 3.28 3.41 3.56 2 2 3.34 
1 Marketing year is June 1 of the current year through May 31 of the following year.  2 Not published to avoid disclosure of individual firms. 



CATTLE COST SHARE PROGRAM DEADLINE NEARS 
 

Nashville, Tennessee - The Tennessee Department of Agriculture is reminding cattle farmers that in order to receive priority funding 
for new projects, applications for Cattle Improvement cost share assistance need to be turned in no later than Sept. 30.   “The Cattle 
Improvement Initiative has really taken off, and a lot of farmers have already applied for limited dollars to either purchase a new bull 
or invest in some new handling equipment, but there’s still time for others to apply,” said state Agriculture Commissioner Ken 
Givens.   
  
After Sept. 30, applications will still be considered but on a first come, first serve basis regardless of whether it is a new or second 
time project.   “This is a great opportunity for farmers to get 35 percent up to $700 toward the purchase of a new bull and 35 percent 
up to $850 toward the purchase of a new headgate or chute for better cattle management.   And, many farm suppliers are offering 
interest-free payment options, so now is the time to make that investment,” added Givens.   
  
The Cattle Improvement Initiative is part of the Tennessee Agricultural Enhancement Program, a comprehensive agricultural 
development initiative established by Governor Phil Bredesen and supported by the Tennessee General Assembly with a $6 million 
state appropriation.   The TAEP seeks to improve cattle production, expand animal health services and to encourage farm 
diversification and innovation by providing cost share funds to farmers for investment in these areas.   
  
In the first year of the program, approximately 1,400 cattle producers were approved for $1.8 million in cost share funds for 
purchasing better breedingstock and handling equipment.   Since July 1, an additional 1,000 producers have been approved for $1.3 
million in cost share funding.  “We’re making this investment because cattle and calves represent the largest generator of farm income 
in Tennessee.   If we can help Tennessee cattle producers improve the quality of their herds a little bit, then it translates to big gains 
for a $500 million annual market,” said Givens.   “Health and proper management is just as important.   If you can’t catch and hold 
your cattle, you can’t properly care for them.   That’s why the handling equipment cost share funds are so important.”   
  
To participate in cost share assistance, producers must register their livestock farm, or premises, for the National Animal Identification 
System.   Farmers can register their livestock premises at Farm Service Agency, UT Extension, Farm Bureau or Tennessee Farmers 
Co-op locations.   Premises registration forms and instructions are also available from TDA online at 
www.tennessee.gov/agriculture/tpis or by calling (615) 837-5120.  Producers must also be certified under the Beef Quality Assurance 
Program, a two-hour educational course on cattle management and care sponsored by the Tennessee Cattlemen’s Association.   
Certification is $10 for members and $20 for non-members.   More information on BQA classes is available by contacting TCA at 
(615) 896-2333 or info@tncattle.org, or by visiting their Web site at www.tncattle.org.  An application and more information about 
specific eligibility requirements can be found online at www.picktnproducts.org, or contact the Tennessee Department of 
Agriculture’s Cattle Improvement Initiative coordinator at (615) 837-5304, or via e-mail at Cattle.Improvement@state.tn.us. 
 
U.S. Slaughter:  Commercial red meat production for the United States totaled 3.78 billion pounds in July, up 5 percent from the 
3.61 billion pounds produced in July 2005.  Cattle slaughter totaled 2.83 million head, up 4 percent from July 2005. The average live 
weight was up 18 pounds from the previous year, at 1,272 pounds.  Calf slaughter totaled 57,900 head, down 1 percent from July 
2005.  The average live weight was 10 pounds below last year, at 340 pounds.  Hog kill totaled 7.88 million head, 3 percent above 
July 2005.  The average live weight was 1 pound above the previous year, at 265 pounds.  Sheep slaughter totaled 202,100 head, 1 
percent above last year.  The average live weight was 131 pounds, down 3 pounds from July a year ago. 
 

Livestock Slaughter1: Tennessee & United States, July 2005 and 2006 
Number 

Slaughtered 
Total 

Live Weight 
Average 

Live Weight 
 

Species 
2005 2006 2005 2006 2005 2006 

 1,000 Head 1,000 Pounds Pounds 
Tennessee       
  Cattle 1.1 1.1 1,055 1,010 976 961 
  Calves 0.1 0.1 32 34 534 351 
  Hogs 39.4 45.7 18,986 22,862 482 500 
  Sheep & lambs 0.8 0.9 62 66 74 71 
United States       
  Cattle 2,717.5 2,834.3 3,406,482 3,604,618 1,254 1,272 
  Calves 58.6 57.9 20,549 19,663 350 340 
  Hogs 7,662.2 7,884.8 2,025,470 2,090,113 264 265 
  Sheep & lambs 199.9 202.1 26,801 26,465 134 131 
1 Includes slaughter under Federal inspection and other commercial slaughter (excludes farm slaughter). 



Hay Prices Received by Farmers, by Month, Tennessee, 2001-2005 

 
Crop 
Year 

 
May 

 
June 

 
July 

 
Aug 

 
Sept 

 
Oct 

 
Nov 

 
Dec 

 
Jan 

 
Feb 

 
Mar 

 
Apr 

 
Marketing

 Year 
 Average1

Dollars Per Ton 
Alfalfa Hay 
2001 115.00 115.00 120.00 120.00 125.00 130.00 130.00 135.00 125.00 130.00 130.00 130.00 123.00 
2002 115.00 105.00 105.00 115.00 120.00 125.00 125.00 125.00 130.00 130.00 130.00 130.00 116.00 
2003 115.00 110.00 115.00 115.00 115.00 120.00 115.00 110.00 105.00 105.00 105.00 110.00 110.00 
2004 100.00 100.00 105.00 110.00 110.00 115.00 115.00 115.00 110.00 110.00 110.00 110.00 105.00 
2005 115.00 115.00 115.00 115.00 120.00 125.00 130.00 130.00 130.00 130.00 125.00 125.00 120.00 

Other Hay  
2001 50.00 50.00 49.00 51.00 52.00 51.00 52.00 55.00 55.00 55.00 56.00 57.00 52.00 
2002 54.00 54.00 54.00 56.00 58.00 58.00 52.00 52.00 52.00 54.00 55.00 56.00 55.00 
2003 52.00 50.00 52.00 54.00 54.00 54.00 52.00 55.00 57.00 55.00 57.00 58.00 54.00 
2004 55.00 53.00 50.00 52.00 53.00 52.00 51.00 51.00 50.00 49.00 49.00 51.00 51.00 
2005 50.00 51.00 54.00 56.00 55.00 55.00 54.00 52.00 54.00 54.00 56.00 55.00 54.00 

All Hay 
2001 52.00 52.00 51.00 53.00 54.00 53.00 54.00 57.00 57.00 57.00 58.00 59.00 54.00 
2002 56.00 55.00 55.00 58.00 56.00 60.00 54.00 54.00 54.00 56.00 57.00 58.00 56.00 
2003 54.00 52.00 54.00 56.00 56.00 56.00 54.00 56.00 58.00 56.00 58.00 59.00 55.00 
2004 56.00 54.00 52.00 54.00 55.00 54.00 53.00 53.00 52.00 51.00 51.00 52.00 52.00 
2005 52.00 53.00 56.00 58.00 58.00 57.00 56.00 55.00 56.00 56.00 58.00 57.00 56.00 
1 Marketing year is May 1 of current year through April 30 of the following year. 
 
U.S. Contracted Vegetable Processing Production:  The 2006 contracted processing vegetable production for the four 
major processing crops (snap beans, sweet corn, green peas, and tomatoes) is forecast at 14.7 million tons, up 2 percent from 
last year's comparable States.  Production of processing tomatoes, at 10.5 million tons, is 5 percent above comparable States in 
2005.  Snap bean production, at 768,070 tons, is down 5 percent from last year's comparable States production.  Sweet corn 
production, at 3.03 million tons, is down 4 percent from last year, and green pea production, at 416,890 tons, is 10 percent 
above 2005.  Contracted acreage for harvest of the four major processing vegetable crops, at 1.09 million acres, is 1 percent 
below comparable States in 2005. 
 
 


